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Welcome Back and Happy New Year!
Important Dates

Happy New Year to everyone, and welcome back. All the children look well-rested and ready to
start this term’s learning. The children and staﬀ have been very busy as usual this week and
have started new topics and new learning journeys. Year 2 have already been on a WOW trip to
the Science Museum which is a follow-up on their Autumn topic work on ‘The Space Race’. The
children were all very well behaved and they showed great enthusiasm and interest in all the
exhibits and spaceships they saw. They also really enjoyed the presenta+on, ‘Cosmonauts’ and
the children from No-ngham Class were telling me all about it this morning. You will be receiving a le.er about your child’s WOW trip in the next few weeks, so please keep an eye out and
make sure that you return you le.er promptly.
As many of you know, we were very sad to see two of our staﬀ members leave at the end of last
term. Saska, South London Nursery Class teacher, moved on to manage the local Forest School,
which has always been his passion and was developed by Saska at Millﬁelds. I know you will join
us in wishing Saska all the very best in his new role and I am sure that we will be seeing him
again in his new role as he will hopefully work with Millﬁelds on further developing our Forest
School. We also said goodbye to Heidi, who most of you had contact with at least once a week.
Heidi has also returned to her ﬁrst love and passion –teaching and secured a job in a Y5 class in a
school nearer home. Again, I know you will want to thank Heidi for her +me here and wish her
all the very best for the future. We have welcomed Bistra to the Nursery team and Shelly-Ann to
the Admin team. I know you will make them very welcome.
As it is the beginning of the new school year and we are all making new year resolu+ons, please
can I remind you about some of the Millﬁelds school rules and expecta+ons:
1.All children must wear school uniform and appropriate school shoes or boots. Hoodies and
tops/jumpers that are not school uniform are not permi.ed, and your child will bring a le.er
home to let you know if this is the case. Please also make sure that your child has a coat that is
both warm and protects them from the rain as if there is a slight rain/drizzle, your child will s+ll
be going outside for some of play+me to make sure they get some fresh air every day.
2. All pupils must bring a change of clothes for PE –this can be a black/navy shorts or tracksuit
bo.oms, a change of shoes, and a white or blue t-shirt. PE is part of the curriculum and children
must be dressed appropriately.
3. Sweets, chewing gum and chocolate are not allowed in school for snacks or in packed lunches.
Please can you make sure that your child does not bring any in, and in some cases, please ensure that your child is not stopping at a shop on the way to school to buy these things
4. Mobile phones are not permi.ed to be brought to school.
5. Repor+ng an absence –please make sure that if your child is ill, you call the school and leave a
clear message on the dedicated absence line –op+on number 1, sta+ng the full name of your
child, their class, the reason for absence and the expected return date. This is very important as
we are responsible for no+fying the local authority if we have not had correspondence about a
child's absence or if a child moves school.
I hope you have a good weekend. Best Wishes, Jane

Week 26th - 30th January
Creave Week
Tues 2nd February
SATs Info Meeng
Thursday 4th February
Art Exhibion
Week 8th - 12th February
Spanish Week
Tuesday 9th February
Safer Internet Day
Fri 12th February
Non Uniform day
Last day of half term

A!endance
Week beg: 14th Dec
Our school target: 96.5%
Last week of term: 95%
Winning classes in the
last week of term:
KS1 Derby (97.2%)
KS2 Exeter (100%)

Well done!
Tuck Shop
Well done to Cycle Club
Parents for organising
the last Tuck Shop of
2015. Amount raised
was: £80. Thank you for
all of your support.
Headteacher’s Surgery
Friday 15th Jan 2-3
Tuesday 19th Jan 2-3
School tours
2pm Weds 20th Jan
Please book an appointment
with the oﬃce.

Happy B rthday to the children and staff who celebrated their birthdays during the Christmas break
and this week: Joseph Tristram & Nana Asantewaa 28th December, Buki Ogunyanwo, Narinder Kaur
and Sharon Kaur-Kasba 30th December, Darren Mair 2nd January, Ahmad Isrolia; 6th January, Esme
Young 9th January. Many happy return to you all!
i

Reception Applications 20162016-17
If your child’s birthday is between the 1st September 2011 and
31st August 2012 they are due to start Reception in September 2016.
If you are in Nursery you should have received a letter explaining the application process.
People who would like support accessing the online system
can make an appointment with Heidi who will help you.
Applications must be made by 15th January 2016. Every pupil
must make an application. There is no guarantee of a space in
our Reception class if you attend our Nursery or if they have
a sibling in the school.

From the desk of your
Prime Minister
Dear Parents and pupils,
Happy New Year!
There is one thing I would like to talk about; Words.
‘Sticks and stones may break my bones but words
will never hurt me’. Not necessarily true is it?
From a very young age I was told to make words
powerful but they can be extremely hurtful: I’ve
been both guilty and a victim. Now this year at Millfields—the best school in Hackney—think before
you speak. Make it a New Year’s resolution.
Yours sincerely,
Finlay McNally.

You can also make your applications for our nursery class
2016 - 17. Just speak to the school or Children’s centre office
for the application pack

SHARING ASSEMBLIES - Spring Term 2016
Date(Fridays)

EY and KS1(Bottom Hall @ 9.10am)
Leeds Class
(Vicki/Kasia)

15.1.16
22.1.16

North London
(Cynthia)

Exeter Class
(Keli)
Portsmouth Class
(Alice)

Manchester Class
(Ashraf)

29.1.16

Dundee Class
(Alex)

Creative Week exhibition

1 - 5.2.16
12.2.16

LKS2 and UKS2 (Top Hall @ 9.10am)

Edinburgh Class
(Rana)

Oxford Class
(Dorothy)
HALF TERM
Derby Class
(Wayne)

4.3.16
11.3.16

Belfast Class
(Teague)

Swansea Class
(Lloyd)
Canterbury Class
(Abigail)

York Class
(Sevilay)

18.3.16

Featured British Artist:
Eric Ravilious
Did you know:
•

He was born in Acton, London but
moved to Sussex where his parents
ran an antique shop.

•

Apart from a brief experimentation
with oils in 1930, he painted almost
entirely in watercolour

•

•

His work Wedgewood included a
commemorative mug to mark the
abortive coronation of Edward VIII
He died on 2 September 1942 (aged
39) in Kaldadarnes, Iceland

Bristol Class
(Kingsley)

Website of the Week
Did you know that all
of the information you
should ever need is on
our school website:
www.millfields.hackney.sch.uk
Check it out and let us know what
you think!

Safeguarding at Millfields
We take the safety of your children very seriously but we also need
your help.
You can help by:
* Ensuring your child is equipped for the day so you do not need to
come into school to bring musical instruments, PE bags, lunches etc.
* Ensuring your child arrives after 8:30am (unless they are attending
Breakfast Club from 7:30am). The big gate will only be open after
8:30 so early arrivals will need to be buzzed in by the office.
*Ringing the buzzer to be admitted telling the office why you wish to
come in. Office hours are 7:30-10am and 3:20 -6pm every day. Outside of these hours you may not be admitted, particularly if there are
children in the playground.
* Closing the gate behind you and not letting other people through the
front gate.
* Not carrying hot food and beverages whilst in the school or its
grounds.
* Making medical and other appointments outside of school hours
* Reporting anything suspicious or unusual to a staff member
* Putting away your mobile phone whilst on school premises
Please be aware that access to the interior of the school building is
extremely restricted. Staff have been instructed to challenge any adult
not wearing a pass who is attempting to gain access to the building.
This policy applies to every parent and we expect every parent to
follow the code of conduct whilst on school premises. We apologise
if you have to wait a little longer but these measures have been put in
place to ensure your child is safe whilst at school.
If you are collecting children from the late room you will need to ask
for permission to enter. If you are collecting from after school club
before 5pm you will need to wait in the office whilst a member of
staff collects your child for you. If your child is attending a club other
than after school club and you wish to collect them early, without
warning, you may need to wait until 5pm when they come down, or
until a staff member is free to find them.
Unfortunately at this time we are unable to allow any parent / carer
access to the school building to use the toilet facilities. We do not
have any public toilets.

Our school bank is still up and
running .
We are open in the
main office:

every Wednesday morning
from 8:308:50.
This bank is organised and run
by a hard working volunteer
group of year 6 pupils who are
keen to encourage everyone to
be a saver not a spender.
New accounts welcome.

NEW YEAR'S RESOLUTIONS
- by Bruce Lansky
Last year I did some rotten things.
This year I will be better.
Here are some resolutions
I will follow to the letter:
I won’t make daft excuses
when my homework isn’t done;
when the truth is that I did no work
’cause I was having fun.
I won’t fly paper airplanes
when the teacher isn’t looking.
I won’t sneak in the kitchen
just to taste what they are cooking.
I will not twist the silverware
to see how far it bends.
I will not take the chocolate bars
from lunch bags of my friends.

PSA A3er-school Tuck Shops — Spring 2016
We always need people to volunteer me to run the stall on the day and will need lots of
donaons of food on the day. Just take your food to the oﬃce on the day of your stall. Please
remember that all food must be nut free to comply with school policy.

Date
Friday 15th Jan
Friday 22nd Jan
Friday 29th Jan
Friday 5th Feb
Friday 12th Feb

Class
Derby

Date
Friday 26th Feb

Class
Manchester

Leeds
No-ngham

Friday 4th Mar
Friday 11th Mar

Birmingham
Oxford

Liverpool
York

Friday 18th Mar Sheﬃeld
EASTER HOLIDAYS

HALF TERM

I will not skateboard down the hall
or skateboard down the stairs.
I won’t run over teachers,
and I won’t crash into chairs.
I will not do these rotten things;
my heart is full of sorrow.
But I have got some brand-new tricks
to try in school tomorrow.

Open Mornings
On Tuesday 19th January from 9.15am -10.15 am we are holding a maths open morning. Parents and carers of pupils in
Y1 - Y6 will have the opportunity to visit a lesson in their child's class. There are 6 slots available for each class and parents
should sign up in advance via the front oﬃce. Places will be reserved on a ﬁrst-come, ﬁrst-served basis.
Our open morning for parents/carers of children in Reception will be Wednesday 30th January 9:00 - 9:30am and will focus
on reading. There are 6 slots available for each class and parents should sign up in advance via the front oﬃce. Places will
be reserved on a ﬁrst-come, ﬁrst-served basis.
Please note that there will be further open sessions on:
Tuesday 1st March for parents of children in Reception and Y2-Y6 - Maths focus
Wednesday 2nd March for parents of children in Y1 - Reading focus

We hope to see you there!

Year 2 at the Science Museum

